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Excellency; 

 

Colleagues; 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, good morning. 

 

I am honored to participate in this Regional Conference as the representative of the 

Philippine government. I would like to thank the Kingdom of Morocco, Switzerland, the 

UNDP and the Geneva Declaration for the warm hospitality and for organizing this 

conference. 

 

You may recall that the Philippines hosted the Regional Conference on the Geneva 

Declaration on Armed Violence in the Asia and Pacific last 8-9 October 2014 in Manila. 

There we tackled issues on armed conflict in the Asia Pacific Region and ways to address 

these issues to promote peace and stability. I am confident that the government of the 

Kingdom of Morocco will be successful in hosting this conference concerning the Middle 

East and African Region. 

 

The Middle East and African Region is host to about 2 million Filipinos, therefore the 

peace and stability in this area is very important to the Philippines. However, a number of 

conflicts and issues threaten the region's peace and stability. These conflicts may be 

internal or external, between governments or groups, or among people with varying 

interests. Nevertheless, these conflicts disrupt people's lives by forcing them out of their 

homes, threatening their livelihood and putting their children at risk. In addition, the 

duration and the occurrence of conflict cannot be foreseen. As a result, victims of the 

conflict remain uncertain about their future and they remain trapped in this insecurity and 

would not be able to rebuild their lives. 

 

As mentioned before, there are 2 million Filipinos in the MENA region. However, the 

Philippines is not the only country outside of the region that is affected by these conflicts. 

In an age where the world is more connected than ever and countries have become more 

interdependent, any conflict in one part of the world will one way or another have an 

effect on all countries. Other labor-sending nations are concerned with the safety and 

well-being of their nationals and the world economy is also affected by conflicts. 

 

The international community is also compelled to intervene in conflicts. Not necessarily 



to provide arms to conflicting groups, but to provide humanitarian aid to the victims of 

war. Foreign donors provide food, shelter, medicine and other basic services to those a 

affected by war, however this could not be sustained in the long run due to the increasing 

number of conflicts, refugees and other phenomena. In the end, those affected by war 

accept the prevailing conditions as the status quo. Children are affected in ways where 

they lose opportunities to receive good education, basic services to ensure good health, 

and to live in a time where there is no conflict. 

 

The Philippines proposes a new form of norm setting, where displaced people could live 

normally in an area free of armed conflict. We call this the No Military Action Zone 

initiative, which will promote development within areas that have become havens for 

those affected by conflict and to protect areas that have great value to the cultural heritage 

of the state. This initiative is led by the people and would include all stakeholders in 

establishing the NOMAZ. We hope to discuss the NOMAZ initiative during tomorrow's 

parallel session on "Reinforcing regional and inter-regional cooperation to prevent armed 

violence". This initiative which seeks to mitigate the humanitarian tragedy of refugees 

from conflict needs the support of all countries and the international community for its 

realization. 

 

Again, I wish to thank the organizers for their warm hospitality and to wish them success 

in conducting this conference 


